
Finding Joy in Cooperating with God 
Philippians 2:12-18 

 

God is using us as channels to shine His glorious light in a 
dark world, and He calls us to cooperate with Him in the 
process 

I. Cooperate with what God is doing in you (12-13). 
 

A. Work out your own “salvation” (12) 

“Your” = Plural 
 

“Salvation” = Current 
 

B. Do it with “fear and trembling.” (12) 
 
 

C. “For it is God who is working in you…” (13) 
 

 

 

II. Cooperate with what God is doing through you  
(14-18). 
 

A. By Being Blameless (15) 
 
 
 

B. By Being Pure (15) 
 
 
 

C. By Being Willing (17-18) 

 

 

Interpreting “Salvation, “Saved”, “Save” in the Bible: 

 
Past 

From the 
Penalty of 
sin 

 
Justification 

Eph. 2:8-9 
Titus 3:4-7 
Rom.4:5; 5:1 

 
Present 

From the 
Power of sin 

 
Sanctification 

 
1 Tim. 4:16 

 
Future 

From the 
Presence of 
sin 

 
Glorification 

Rom. 13:11 
1 John 3:2 
1 Cor.15:51-
53 

 
Current 

From a 
Current 
Situation or 
Peril 

 
Preservation 

Luke 1:71; 
Phil.1:19, 
2:12;  
Acts 7:31,34 

 

 




