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The Power of God’s People
Ephesians 5:15–21

Sermon Discussion Questions

1. What did the Holy Spirit teach you through this week’s passage and message?





2. Read Ephesians 5:15–17.  These verses are invitation to participate in God’s plan and program.  How might you better foster an environment in your life to join God in his activity?  What helps you to walk carefully?  Are there any obstacles in your life preventing you from maximizing your participation in God’s activity?





3. Ephesians 5:18 is the key to unlocking this week’s passage (Ephesians 5:15–21).  The principle of this verse is a reminder that Jesus’ followers are to have no controlling influence in their lives other than the Holy Spirit.  Read this verse and discuss.  



a. What are the things that vie for attention and compete for controlling influence in your life (situation, relationship, substance, technology, etc.)? 



b. Think of an example when you experienced the Holy Spirit’s help in your life.  Share.  Think of a time when you didn’t rely on the Holy Spirit.  Compare the two events (what led up to your decision, what the results were, etc.). 



c. Pray and encourage one another, as appropriate.



4. Read Ephesians 5:19–21.  These verses are a description of what it looks like when God’s people rely on the empowerment of the Holy Spirit (singing, thanking, submitting).  What stands out to you from these verses?  What, within these verses, comes more naturally to you?  What seems to be more difficult for you?  





5. Ephesians 5:19–21 gives a picture of Spirit-empowered interactions in a believer’s life.  Read Galatians 5:16–25.  This passage points to qualities that evidence the work of the flesh versus qualities that evidence the work of the Spirit.  Take a minute to ponder the interactions in your life in this last week.  Do those interactions evidence a reliance on God’s Spirit?  Do they reveal a dependency on the Spirit and showcase God’s nature?  




a. Pray for one another and thank God for his provision of the Holy Spirit.











Please Note: These questions are intended to serve as a platform for God’s never-changing truths to come to bear on the current, real-time situations of our lives.  The goal is not to answer each question.  The goal is to follow Jesus with one another in the everyday stuff of life—as together we grow in Jesus, our love for one another, and his calling in our lives.  
