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STAND
Ephesians 6:10–14a

Sermon Discussion Questions

1. What did the Holy Spirit teach you through this week’s passage and message?






2. Read Ephesians 6:10–14a.  What do these verses teach us about the nature of conflict?  Discuss the realities of conflict for Jesus’ followers: conflict is normal until Jesus returns to usher in eternity (Revelation 21:1–5); through his life, death, and resurrection Jesus is victorious over all enemies (Revelation 12:10–11); conflict presents an opportunity to shine Jesus’ victory; etc.






3. Read Ephesians 11b–12.  These verses identify spiritual enemies as the source of conflict.  How does this dynamic change the way you view the conflicts in your life?  Is it helpful to properly identify the enemy—and know that a person, situation, or system is not your enemy?	




[For your reference/further study: Here are other places we see the spiritual 
enemies of God working behind the scenes to wage war against God and his people: 
Daniel 10:13, 20–21 and 12:1; Revelation 12:7–12, 17]







4. Read the story of David & Goliath (1 Samuel 17)—compare David versus Saul in terms of their response to the conflict Israel faced.  What do each of their choices reveal about what they believed (or what they forgot/didn’t functionally believe)?  How does this help clarify & navigate the conflicts you face?







5. Read Ephesians 6:10–14a again.  These verses identify 4 sources of conflict… tell us 4 times to stand in the face of conflict… then 4 times speak of God’s supply to stand in conflict.  There’s not a conflict we face that God doesn’t provide the strength to stand: Is this a truth you remember easily?  When faced with conflict, is this something that you tend to forget?  How might this truth change the way you face the conflicts in your life?






6. Conflict is the backdrop on which Jesus’ victory is experienced & shines. What are the areas of conflict in your life that are not yet resolved?  What does it look like to faithfully “stand” in those areas of tension—so as to shine Jesus’ victory brightly?  What are practical things you believe God is calling you to do in order to effectively STAND and shine Jesus brightly as you face conflict?












Please Note: These questions are intended to serve as a platform for God’s never-changing truths to come to bear on the current, real-time situations of our lives.  The goal is not to answer each question.  The goal is to follow Jesus with one another in the everyday stuff of life—as together we grow in Jesus, our love for one another, and his calling in our lives.  
