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Engage in Kingdom Work
Luke 19:11–27

Sermon Discussion Questions

1. What did the Holy Spirit teach you through this week’s passage and message?


2. Read the story of the blind beggar in Luke 18:35–43 and read the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1–10.  Compare and contrast these two stories—paying attention to the subjects of each story, Jesus’ response, and the crowds response.  What do these two stories have in common?  What are their differences?  What do they both reveal about Jesus’ mission?



3. Read Luke 19:11. Jesus often told parables—or stories—as an effective means to relay important spiritual truths.  Given the context of both Luke 18:35–19:10 and the context of Jewish expectation (that Jesus was entering Jerusalem to establish his Kingdom immediately)—discuss the two truths Jesus sought to address with the parable he was about to tell.  Namely, a. Jesus’ Kingdom would not be fully established immediately (there is a “church age” or “life in the valley”), and b. Jesus is giving his followers a job to do in that time period.



4. Read Luke 19:12–14. Discuss insights from these verses.  There is one command the nobleman gives his servants to be about while he’s gone—‘Engage in business’ (or make an increase).  What does it look like to make an increase and join in Jesus’ mission until he returns to fully establish his Kingdom?  Discuss.  

Note: For further insight on engaging in Kingdom work in the midst of a hostile territory you can read Psalm 110 (especially vv. 2–3).



5. Read Luke 19:15–26 and 1 Corinthians 3:5–15.  When Jesus returns, he will call his followers to account for the quality (not quantity, or results) of how they engaged in his mission—and he will reward them accordingly.  Spend some time in discussion on these issues.  Who is in charge of the results?  What are Jesus’ followers held responsible to? How do these passages motivate you to engage?  What are the qualities that God is looking for in his servants?
6. Read Luke 19:27. This verse is a sobering reminder of the reality of every person who does not place trust in Jesus.  How does this relate to Jesus’ mission of seeking and saving the lost in Luke 19:10?  What is God’s plan for reaching those who are currently enemies of Christ?  How can you engage in Jesus’ mission?



7. If you haven’t done so already, discuss the following aspect: What is keeping you from engaging in Jesus’ mission?  What are the obstacles you may need to personally remove that are hindering you from effectiveness in engaging in Jesus’ mission?



Please Note: These questions are intended to serve as a platform for God’s never-changing truths to come to bear on the current, real-time situations of our lives.  The goal is not to answer each question.  The goal is to follow Jesus with one another in the everyday stuff of life—as together we grow in Jesus, our love for one another, and his calling in our lives.  


Putting it into Practice
God has intentionally given you your roles, relationships, and responsibilities to advance his Kingdom purposes.

Step 1
Take stock of the places that God has placed you  
· Write down 3–5 places you are relationally connected: home, family, neighborhood, work place, social space, etc.

Step 2
Take stock of the people that are in those places
· Write down the names of the people in those places that don’t yet know Jesus.

Step 3
Follow the prompting of the Holy Spirit, trust God with those relationships:
· Commit yourself to PRAY for those people.  
· Commit yourself to build relationship with those people.
· Pray for opportunity in those relationships to point to life and fullness in Jesus and God’s design.  


